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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
HARRY READ. Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 17, 1985 (Friday) 
L/A/M 
CHARLESTON, IL--Internationally-acclaimed entertainer Burl Ives has 
accepted the national honorary chairmanship of Eastern Illinois University's 
Tenth Decade Campaign to raise $5 million dollars in five years, Dr. Stanley 
Rives, Eastern's president, said today. 
Ives, an Eastern alumnus, received an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters 
degree from the University at spring commencement ceremonies on May 11. 
Jim Roberts, publisher of the Cornbelt Press, Fairbury, a 12-paper 
chain, is the national chairman of the campaign. 
In accepting, Ives said: 
"I am most pleased to be offered the honorary chair position. I have 
fond and strong memories of Eastern Illinois University. In these times of 
high demands for the tax dollar, it is important for all of us who feel as 
I do to help in every way possible." 
Rives said "it is most generous of Burl Ives to help us. The University 
is honored." 
Also today, Roberts announced that U.S. Senator Alan Dixon (0-111.) 
and Illinois Secretary of State Jim Edgar have agreed to serve on the campaign's 
cabinet. Edgar is an Eastern alumnus. The entire cabinet will be named in 
mid-June. 
In originally announcing the campaign, Rives said that private support 
was needed to assure "continued excellence in the quality of Eastern's service 
to the people of Illinois." 
Dr. Daniel E. Thornburgh, Director of University Relations, said the 
campaign will focus on fundraising efforts in eight priorities: scholarship 
and awards, faculty/staff development, academic program support, capital projects, 
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endowed professorships and chairs, student life enrichment, equipment, and 
graduate fellowships. 
Ives, a native of Jasper County, attended Eastern from 1927 to 1930. 
He has since had a distinguished career in concerts, movies, radio, television 
and the stage, winning an Oscar in 1959 for liThe Big Country." 
The campaign headed by Roberts, past president of the National Newspaper 
Association, is the first University-wide, professionally-organized fund campaign 
Eastern has undertaken. 
Charles Ross is Eastern's first Director of Development. He said 
Roberts would work with the development staff that includes he and Thornburgh, 
Charles Titus, Director of Alumni Services, and Ken Hesler, consultant to 
the EIU Foundation. 
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